Course policies 

This class is designed to give you the experience of looking at a wide variety of 
films/videos. Readings must be completed prior to lecture on the days indicated. You 
should expect to read the material very closely and to outline its major points. This may 
involve reading the assignment more than once. It is crucial for success in the course to 
keep up with the reading and attend all of the lectures and screenings. 

In all cases the screenings are “critical” screenings which may involve my making 
comments or pointing out details during the viewing. My assumption is that you are a 
media professional-in-training and are totally capable of thinking on several levels at 
once: experiential and critical. 

You are allowed only two unexcused absences. On he Third unexcused absence, ;you 
will receive an F on the attendance portion of y our grade, and the Fourth unexcused 
absence will result in a further reduction of the final grade. 

Grading is determined as follows: 

1. attendance and participation (15 %) 

2. Courselnfo (Blackboard) assignments (20 %) 

3. In class panel presentation (15 %) 


Undergrad grading. Attendance 10%; quiz 1 10%; quiz 2 10%; midterm paper 30%; 
final 40% 

Grad grading. Attendance 10%; quiz 1: 5%; quiz 2: 5%; midterm paper 25%; final 
30%; outside screening/reading journal 15%. Grad students are required to have a short 
meeting with the prof during the second week of class to set up an individual plan of 
additional screenings and readings (about one per week) and to keep a journal of ideas 
raised by that work. This will be due at the midterm and the final. 


A note on grading 


Your grade on the written exercises, class presentations, midterm, and final paper will be 
based on your ability to integrate many of the issues discussed in class and the readings 
and screenings into an effective, coherent, well-written, and well-organized essay. The 
purpose of the exams and paper is to spur you to make connections between films and 
reading that t may not have been explicitly made during class discussions. Thus, a mere 
reiteration of what I or the writers have said will not by itself be an effective use of the 
essay exam or term paper format. 


Grading criteria: 



A An “A” paper or exam represents effort far beyond the basic requirements of the 
course and is characterized by a bold and original thesis which the student supports with 
a range of examples from the films and readings. The “A” essay is flawlessly, even 
elegantly written. These essays are quite rare. 

B A “B” essay demonstrates an informed familiarity with all of the films and relevant 
readings and employs examples effectively to support the central thesis of the piece. The 
writing should be forceful and effective with many previously hidden connections 
between the films and readings brought to light. 

C A “C” effort represents a coherent and effective reiteration of relevant material from 
the lectures and discussions accented by an effective use of reading where appropriate. 
The writing is functional and effective with minimal problems in diction, grammar and 
mechanics. The great majority of undergraduate essays usually fall within this range. 

D A “D” is characterized by minimal engagement with the most important topics from 
lecture and some use of the most obvious material for the readings. Often, a “C” essay in 
terms of content is lowered to a “D” because of significant problems with effective 
writing. In terms of content, the “D” effort often results from a desperate last-minute 
effort to engage with readings and/or films that the student has not seen or read or from 
significant absence from class discussion. 

F An “F” essay possesses none, or at least very few, of the redeeming characteristics 
listed above. Typically, these are even more rare than the “A’s.” 

All provisions of the School of Communications and Northwestern University codes and 
procedures for academic dishonesty and plagiarism will be enforced. 



